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4 PUBLISHERS' NOTE. 

is the only tribute that can now be paid to the worth of its 
noble officers and soldiers." 

'fhat the desire expressed in these letters became a settled 
intention, and that General Lee had made some progress in 
the collection of material, is shown in a letter to Mr. C. F. 
Lee, Jr., which is kindly placed at our service: 

.. LI!XINGTON, VA., 6th June, 1870. 

"My DEAR CASSIUS: I am very much obliged to you for 
your letter of the 1St and the interest you evince in the cha
racter of the people of the South and their defence of the 
rights which they believed were guaranteed by the Constitu
tion. The reFutation of individuals is of minor importance 
to the opinion which posterity may form of the motives which 
governed the South in their late struggle for the maintenance 
of the principles of the Constitution. I hope, therefore, a true 
history will be written and justice be done them. A history of 
the military events of the period would also be desirable. I 
have had it in view to write one of the campaigns in Virginia, 
in which I was more particularly engaged. I have already col
lected some materials for the work, but lack so much that I 
wish to obtain that I have not commenced the narrative. I 
am very much obliged to you for the offer of the materials 
which you have collected. I think it probable that I have 
all the official reports, and I would not like to resort to any 
other source for a statement of facts ..... 

II c. F. LEE, JR.., Alexandria, Va." 

"I am, very truly, your cousin, 
"R. E. LEE. 

General Lee's death occurred four months after the date of 
this letter, and there was found to be but little done in the ful
filment of his expressed purpose. 

The narrative of General Long includes many valuable con- • 
tributions made by the members of General Lee's family, and 
is, in the main, based upon his own notes made at the time of 
the occurrences spoken of. The writer, moreover, had the 
advantage of an intimate personal association with General Lee 
under conditions which ensured the most perfect mutual con-
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6 PUBLISHERS' NOTE. 

chief of artillery of the Second Army Corps, Army of N ortbern 
Virginia, which position he held till the surrender of the army, 
9th April, 1865. R. E. LEE, 

" General. " 

In the preparation of these memoirs the author has been 
influenced by the intention of General Lee as indicated in the 
foregoing letters. He has sought to include only such accounts 
of the military operations as were legitimate subjects of record 
and were confirmed by General Lee's reports. Contributions 
of a personal nature from relatives, friends, and associates have 
been included in the text, as serving to illustrate the traits of 
character which made Lee so famous in his generation. 

The addition to General Long's work of the official reports 
of General Lee, as well as of a great number of confidential 
letters and despatches which form the only official record of 
the movements and operations of the Army of Northern Vir
ginia for the period which they cover, will give to this work 
unique interest and exceptional value. Letters and confidential 
extracts from the private letter-books of General Lee, 'hereto
fore unpublished, as well as the returns of organization of the 
army and tables of reports of its strength, !lave been placed at 
the service of General Long through the courtesy of Colonel 
R. N. Scott, at the head of the Bureau of War Records in 
Washington. 

The assistance given by General Marcus J. Wright in the 
compilation of records and returns, and especially in the prep
aration of the chapters relating to the last years of General Lee's 
life, has been of great importance and service, and materially 
contributes to the completeness and the value of the work. 
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